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ledge, of annusement, we cannot doubt there are among
them earnest souls—how many it is impossible to say—
who are ill at ease, and have a craving for rest and
satisfaction. These persons are in the state of mind to
which the Gosp'el is specially adapted, and it is very
desirous for the missionary to come into contact with
them.. Missionaries have fallen in with persons of this
class, and among them there have been pleasing instances
of conversion. There are individuals now in distant
parts of India living Christian lives, who were led to
embrace Christ as their Saviour by what they heard at
Benares. Many Christian books have been circulated
among pilgrims to the sacred city. These are taken
to their homes, we may hope sooner or later to be read
by them to their spiritual benefit. Again and again bread
cast on the waters has been found after many days.
The greed of the Pundas and Gungaputrs of Benares
is notorious. Many a poor pilgrim has suffered from
their exactions, and we may suppose that reverence for
the sacred city has received a shock under such treat-
ment similar to that which Luther experienced on his
visit to Rome. While Hinduism is no doubt greatly
strengthened by the resort of the people to Benares,
much done and endured there is well fitted to alienate
the more thoughtful of the visitors; and so far as they
are alienated from the prevailing superstition, the more
likely they are to listen patiently and candidly to the
Christian preacher.
I conclude these remarks on Benares as a mission
sphere by observing that marked success there would
have a marvellous effect on the evangelization of India.
The news would soon spread that Hinduism was drying
up at its fountain, and that its po\ver could not be much

